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NOTES

The designations employed and the presentation of the
material in this report do not imply the expression of any
opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United
Nations concerning the legal status of any country, territory,
city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the
delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
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FOREWORD

The United Nations General Assembly passed a Resolution (No.
32/185 of 19 December 1977) on an Action Programme in Favour of
Developing Island Countries, in response to the special economic
problems of many island countries, including transportation and
communications difficulties, distance from markets and limited
natural resources.

The problems that developing island countries have with
development and management of water resources are related to
small area, limited rainfall, high run-off and evaporation, lack
of natural storage sites and lack of qualified technical
personnel. The Water Resources Branch of the United Nations
Department of Technical Co-operation for Development (UN/DTCD)
has long recognized the special difficulties of small islands,
and has provided them technical assistance in water resources
assessment, development and management since the early 1960s.
Long-duration projects have been established in many small island
countries throughout the Caribbean, Mediterranean, Indian Ocean
and Pacific areas. For many islands, water resources development
is the key to social and economic development.

The first phase of an interregional project for water
resources management in small island countries, funded under
UN/DTCD's Regular Programme was initiated in the Caribbean in
1979. The project provided technical assistance to assess
existing water supply systems and demand; to evaluate options for
alleviating water-related problems; to plan, design and execute
engineering works; to achieve rational exploitation and
management of water resources; and to promote follow-up
investment in water-supply facilities by bilateral and
multilateral donors, as well as by the countries themselves. One
of the earliest collaborative efforts initiated by that project
was the Seminar on Caribbean Small Islands Water Resources:
Assessment, Development and Management, held in Barbados in
October 1980.

While the regional project in the Caribbean countries
continues, financed by the United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP), a new phase of the interregional effort was initiated in
the Pacific in May 1986. The Pacific project draws upon the vast
experience and global outlook gained in the Caribbean and
elsewhere to tackle the more complicated problems of water
resources development in the Pacific. It is based in Suva and
has 10 subsidiary projects in other island countries.
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